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Using  Older Observations to Improve Epl~enlerides

1; M Standis]] (Jl)l,/(.~altNII )

‘1’tlere  is a wild varirty 0[ oldrr planetary obscrvatiolls,  each  wit II its
OW]I set 0[ circulllstarlces, t e c h n i q u e s  and cha rac t e r s .  (ialilco, ill 1 (j ]Y,

ol)servd  Neptune  al~d kIIcw tllero w a s  sonlctllillg unu~ua]  s h o u t  tlIa I
oimrvatioll:  he almost, . . . l,alaIIdcI,  i]] 1795,  also  obscrv{d  Nc’ptu  IIe aII(l
also noted solllcthing  unusua] about  his okervatiolls;  11(*, too, almost . . .
1]0111  of tllmc’ Ncpi, uIIe o b s e r v a t i o n s  are useful  ill refilli]lg  our ])res{IIItly
(Ietcrl]lind orbit for Ne])t, uric.

‘1’liorc arc other observations, however, which can Ilot h trustml, aIId
t,hcreasolls fc)rt,llcJsc’ soII]cti]]lcsl  )(]]{ lerl]])oIl  tl]esi]list~~r.  ‘I’wosets,  i]] ])aI-
ticular, arc exalnind IIcrc: the too-goo{l-  to-l~e-tr(lc  transit  Ol)SCI’Vi{tif)ll S

of }\ bratn l{ol)ertso]l  iu 1S1 1 and the sl]spicious  ccli~)sc ]Ileasurc]tlc]lts of
SaIlluel  \Villialns ill 1780.
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